
MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Virtual Meeting 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 – 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
The regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the Village of Glencoe conducted  
virtually in accordance with Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2021-07 was called to order by the 
Commission Chair Peter Van Vechten at 5:37 p.m. on the 6th day of April, 2021. 
 
Prior to roll call, Chair Van Vechten stated that pursuant to recently adopted amendments to the 
Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA) included in Public Act 101-0640, the Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting was being conducted as a virtual meeting via Zoom video conferencing software. 
He also stated that a quorum of members of the Commission were present via remote access and that 
Assistant to the Village Manager Jordan Lester was physically present at Village Hall as required by 
OMA.  
 
The following Commissioners were in attendance: 
Peter Van Vechten, Chair  
Erika Block 
Mitchell Carrel 
Diane Schwarzbach 
 
The following were also present: 
Reverend Dwayne Gary, St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church 
Jordan Lester, Assistant to the Village Manager 
Stewart Weiss, Assistant Village Attorney 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

There were no comments from the public. 
 

3. CONSIDERATION OF COMMISSION MINUTES FROM MARCH 2, 2021 
Commissioner Schwarzbach moved, seconded by Commissioner Carrel, to approve the Commission’s  
March 2, 2021 meeting minutes. The motion was approved with the following vote: 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach, Van Vechten (4) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 

 
 



 
 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER CERTIFIED LANDMARK APPLICATION BY ST. PAUL AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH FOR 336 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
At 5:40 p.m., Chair Van Vechten called to order the public hearing to consider St. Paul AME Church’s 
certified landmark application for the congregation’s church building located at 336 Washington 
Avenue. 
 
Reverend Gary provided the Commission with a thorough overview of St. Paul’s application, speaking 
to St. Paul’s value as part of the Village’s historic and cultural character since 1884, identification with 
the noted Homer Wilson family and association with the African American community in Glencoe. 
Given that St. Paul is the first Glencoe house of worship to apply for certified landmark status, the 
Chair Van Vechten and Attorney Weiss asked several clarification questions pertaining to the landmark 
protections for which the Church is applying. Reverend Gary clarified that St. Paul seeks to recognize 
not only the significance of the current church structure but also the Church’s rich history at 336 
Washington Avenue and in the community. 
 
Commissioners expressed overwhelming support for St. Paul’s application and reiterated the 
importance of landmark protection long into the future. There were no comments from the public. 

 
At 6:05 p.m., Commissioner Carrel moved, seconded by Commissioner Schwarzbach, to close the 
public hearing. The motion was approved with the following vote: 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach, Van Vechten (4) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 

 
The Commission determined 336 Washington Avenue met the following criteria regarding the church 
structure’s architectural, historical and/or cultural significance: 
 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS: The home, structure, building, object, site or area: 

 
A. Standard: The structure has significant character, interest, or value as part of the historic, cultural, 

aesthetic, or architectural characteristics of the Village, the State of Illinois, or the United States. 
HPC Findings: The structure is occupied by the St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church 
Congregation, originally known as the “Glencoe African Methodist Episcopal Church.” The 
Congregation was first formed in Glencoe in 1884 and had 18 original members.  
 

B. Standard: The structure is closely identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed 
to the culture or development of the Village.  
HPC Findings: The Congregation originated in 1884 as a prayer group that met weekly at the home 
of Homer Wilson, a steam laundry businessman and first African American homeowner to settle in 
Glencoe. There was a strong interested in building a formal church for Glencoe’s local African 
American community. In 1888, the Congregation affiliated itself with the AME Church and 
purchased the property at 336 Washington Avenue with funds donated by Mr. Wilson after 
mortgaging his own home. 



 
 
 

 
C. Standard: The activities associated with the structure make it a current or former focal point of 

reference in the Village.  
HPC Findings: 336 Washington Avenue has been the location of the Congregation’s worship 
activities since 1888. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL CONSIDERATIONS: The home, structure, building, object, site or area: 

 
A. Standard: The structure embodies elements of exceptional design, detail, material or craftmanship 

of exceptional quality. 
HPC Findings: The original church structure was destroyed by arsonists in 1930. Following the fire, 
the Congregation rebuilt the structure under the pastorate of Reverend Francis Washington and 
was partially reconstructed from wood obtained from the condemned homes of African and Italian 
Americans on Vernon Avenue, which had been condemned to make way for parkways along 
Vernon Avenue. The current structure was constructed between 1991 and 1992 and features a 
stained glass window created by resident David Laughlin in honor of the daughter of Homer 
Wilson, Sarah M. Rankin.  

 
B. Standard: The structure exemplifies a particular architectural style in terms of detail, workmanship 

and has undergone little or no alteration since its construction.  
HPC Findings: Please see above. The Commission recognizes the legacy and architectural 
significance of the Congregation’s prior buildings that existed on site the since 1888.  
 

HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS: The home, structure, building, object, site or area: 
 

A. Standard: The structure is an exceptional example of a historic or vernacular style or is one of the 
few such remaining properties of its kind in the Village. 
HPC Findings: Few houses of worship remain in the Village. 
 

B. Standard: The structure has a strong association with the life or activities of a person or persons 
who have significantly contributed to or participated in the historic or culture events of the Village.  
HPC Findings: The structure is associated with Homer Wilson, first African American homeowner to 
settle in Glencoe, and founding member of the Congregation. 
 

C. Standard: The structure is associated with an organization or group, whether formal or informal, 
from which persons have significantly contributed to or participated in the historic or cultural 
events of the Village. 

D. HPC Findings: The structure is home to the St. Paul AME Church Congregation, which was 
established in Glencoe in 1884.   

 
Commissioner Block moved, seconded by Commissioner Schwarzbach, to recommend 336 Washington 
Avenue for certified landmark status and to forward such recommendation to the Village Board for 
consideration. The motion was passed with the following roll call vote:  
 
 
 



 
 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach, Van Vechten (4) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 

 
5. UPDATE REGARDING HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

Chair Van Vechten stated that he had attended the March 2 Village of Winnetka Board of Trustees 
meeting. He stated that the Winnetka Board discussed a proposed ordinance that would extend the 
Village’s current demolition delay and add a provision for a gross floor area (GFA) bonus for 
homeowners that choose to preserve historic homes rather than demolish them. He stated that there 
was a significant number of public comments both in favor of and opposition to the proposed 
ordinance. The Commission discussed Winnetka’s historic preservation efforts and contrasted them 
with the Village of Glencoe’s. 
 

6. BOOTH COTTAGE UPDATE 
Chair Van Vechten stated that the Glencoe Historical Society (GHS) provided the Glencoe Park District 
with an update during the Park District’s March 16 Board of Commissioners meeting. According to 
GHS, exterior modifications will be completed by April 1 with the exception of painting, sidewalk and 
sod work, which are weather dependent.  
  

7. CONTINUED DISCUSSION OF DEMOLITIONS AND LANDMARKS IN VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
Chair Van Vechten presented the Commission with comprehensive information regarding landmarks. 
He gave an overview of neighboring communities’ landmark statistics with respect to total single-
family detached homes, stating that the City of Evanston has the highest percentage of landmarks. 
 

8. COMPARISON OF NORTH SHORE COMMUNITIES’ DEMOLITION AND BUILDING PERMIT FEES AS THEY 
PERTAIN TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Next, Chair Van Vechten discussed demolition and permit statistics, noting that Glencoe appears to 
have the highest percentage of new homes over the past two decades. In addition, he spoke to permit 
costs and possible floor area ratio (FAR) allowances that could incentivize renovation of landmarks 
rather than demolition moving forward. Last, he discussed the environmental impact of demolition 
debris.  
 

9. LANDMARK AND DEMOLITION ORDINANCE COMPARISION STUDY ASSIGNMENTS 
Commissioners discussed Chair Van Vechten’s presentation regarding landmarks, demolitions and 
building permit fees. For the Commission’s May meeting, Commissioners decided to research 
renovation incentives and demolition disincentives from the following communities: Evanston, 
Highland Park, Kenilworth, Lake Forest, Winnetka and Wilmette. Possible ideas include expedited 
review processes, fee reductions, FAR increases and more. 
 

10. DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION REVIEW  
Commissioner Block motioned, seconded by Commissioner Carrel, to table the Commission’s review of 
the following demolition permits to the Commission’s next regularly scheduled meeting: 
 

• 921 Sheridan Road 



 
 
 

• 1139 Longmeadow Lane 
• 1136 Carol Lane 

 
 The motion passed with the following roll call vote: 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach, Van Vechten (4) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 

 
 

11. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
There were no other items for discussion. 

12. ADJOURN   
Commissioner Carrel motioned, seconded by Commissioner Schwarzbach, to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion passed with the following roll call vote: 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach, Van Vechten (4) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 
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